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The role of foreign-born
workers in the U. S. economy
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Whence come the foreign born?
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Labor force status of the foreign born
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Mexico ....................... 7,870.6 Greece ............................. 112.7
Philippines ................. 1,227.1 Argentina .......................... 112.3
India ........................... 1,027.3 Nigeria .............................. 106.1
China ............................ 948.4 Lebanon ........................... 101.2
Cuba ............................. 922.3 Israel .................................. 94.4
El Salvador ................... 795.7 Scotland ............................. 92.9
Vietnam ......................... 777.7 Indonesia ............................ 87.7
Korea/South .................. 715.2 Turkey ................................ 86.2
Canada ......................... 688.0 Romania ............................. 85.9
Dominican Republic ..... 600.6 Ghana ................................. 83.7

Germany ....................... 598.2 Laos .................................... 81.0
Jamaica ........................ 488.4 Armenia .............................. 80.9
Colombia ....................... 483.5 Holland/Netherlands .......... 80.3
England ......................... 479.3 Hungary .............................. 79.7
Haiti ............................... 463.5 Bangladesh ........................ 79.0
Italy ............................... 437.6 South Africa ........................ 77.1
Russia ........................... 431.8 Iraq ..................................... 76.2
Poland ........................... 430.4 Chile ................................... 74.9
Taiwan ........................... 316.1 Spain .................................. 71.1
Japan ............................ 306.3 Dominica ............................ 67.2

Peru .............................. 293.6 Ethiopia .............................. 67.0
Guatemala .................... 277.5 Panama .............................. 64.8
Ukraine ......................... 275.5 Austria ................................ 64.5
Iran ................................ 270.4 Costa Rica .......................... 52.0
Honduras ...................... 256.8 Uruguay .............................. 51.9
Nicaragua ..................... 253.8 Lithuania ............................. 48.9
Ecuador ........................ 241.8 Sweden .............................. 47.9
Pakistan ........................ 211.5 Barbados ............................ 47.2
Guyana ......................... 210.5 Switzerland ........................ 45.1
Hong Kong .................... 192.0 Malaysia ............................. 43.3

Trinidad and Tobago ..... 178.8 Syria ................................... 42.4
Ireland/Eire ................... 170.9 Afghanistan ........................ 40.5
Brazil ............................. 169.2 Bolivia ................................. 39.2
Portugal ........................ 154.8 Jordan ................................ 38.5
Thailand ........................ 131.1 Australia ............................. 37.1
Yugoslavia .................... 128.3 Belize ................................. 37.0
Egypt ............................. 120.2 Morocco ............................. 35.2
Venezuela ..................... 115.7 Burma ................................. 34.0
France ........................... 114.9 Azores ................................ 31.8
Cambodia ..................... 114.9

[Numbers in thousands]

Foreign-born population
by country of birth,

annual averages, 2000

Country1 Population Country1 Population

1 Country not shown where the number is under 30,000.
SOURCE: Current Population Survey.
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Total foreign born
  (in thousands) .......................................... 2,245 10,341 9,738 9,619 14,080 19,767 28,379

Percent distribution
Total ........................................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Europe .................................................... 90.5 85.9 74.5 59.7 36.6 22.0 15.3
Northern and Western ......................... 90.1 69.7 34.2 27.3 16.9 10.4 6.7
Ireland .................................................. 42.8 15.6 3.5 2.6 1.4 .9 .7
Southern and Eastern ......................... 4.0 16.2 40.1 32.1 19.5 11.6 8.4

Asia ......................................................... 1.0 1.2 5.0 8.6 18.0 25.2 25.5
China ................................................... (3) .8 1.0 1.8 2.0 2.7 4.9

Latin America .......................................... .9 1.3 9.3 18.8 31.1 42.5 51.0
Mexico ................................................. .6 1.0 5.9 7.9 15.6 21.7 27.6

Other4 ...................................................... 8.5 11.6 11.1 13.0 14.3 10.3 8.1

Geographic area of birth of the foreign-born population in the United States, 1850–2000

Geographic area

Table 1.

1 Data are from the U.S. Census Bureau, Public-Use Microdata Samples
(PUMS).
2 Data from the March Current Population Survey.

3 Less than 0.05 percent.
4  Other includes Africa, Oceania, North America, and not reported.
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Total .................................................................................... 209,699  26,527 12.7 183,173
In labor force .................................................................... 140,863  17,705 12.6  123,158

Labor force participation rate ....................................... 67.2  66.7 ñ  67.2
Employed ......................................................................... 135,208  16,954 12.5  118,254

Employment-population ratio ....................................... 64.5  63.9  ñ  64.6
Unemployed .................................................................... 5,655  751 13.3  4,904

Unemployment rate ...................................................... 4.0  4.2  ñ  4.0
Not in the labor force ....................................................... 68,836  8,821 12.8  60,015

Men ..................................................................................... 100,731  13,106 13.0  87,625
In labor force .................................................................... 75,247  10,462 13.9  64,785

Labor force participation rate ....................................... 74.7  79.8  ñ  73.9
Employed ......................................................................... 72,293  10,067 13.9  62,226

Employment-population ratio ....................................... 71.8  76.8  ñ  71.0
Unemployed .................................................................... 2,954  396 13.4  2,559

Unemployment rate ...................................................... 3.9  3.8  ñ  3.9
Not in the labor force ....................................................... 25,484  2,644 10.4  22,840

Women ................................................................................ 108,968  13,420 12.3  95,548
In labor force .................................................................... 65,616  7,243 11.0  58,373

Labor force participation rate ....................................... 60.2  54.0  ñ  61.1
Employed ......................................................................... 62,915  6,887 10.9  56,028

Employment-population ratio ....................................... 57.7  51.3  ñ  58.6
Unemployed .................................................................... 2,701  356 13.2  2,345

Unemployment rate ...................................................... 4.1  4.9  ñ  4.0
Not in the labor force ....................................................... 43,352  6,177 14.2  37,175

Labor force status and country of birth Native bornTotal
Total Percent of total

Table 2.

[Numbers in thousands]

Employment status of the civilian population 16 years and older, by sex, annual averages, 2000

Foreign born
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Age

Total, 16 years and older ............................................ 66.7 67.2 79.8 73.9 54.0 61.1
16 to 24 years ............................................................. 60.2 66.6 70.6 68.4 47.8 64.9
25 to 34 years ............................................................. 77.0 86.2 92.1 93.6 61.4 79.2
35 to 44 years ............................................................. 82.1 85.3 94.0 92.4 69.7 78.4
45 to 54 years ............................................................. 80.0 82.9 88.4 88.3 69.6 77.8
55 to 64 years ............................................................. 59.1 59.2 73.6 66.5 47.3 52.4
65 years and older ...................................................... 12.1 12.9 18.6 17.4 7.4 9.6

Education1

Less than a high school diploma ................................ 59.0 37.4 78.0 46.7 41.4 29.2
High school graduates, no college ............................. 66.5 64.4 81.4 74.3 54.1 55.9
Some college, no degree ........................................... 72.5 72.2 81.7 79.2 63.9 65.9
College graduates ...................................................... 76.9 79.9 85.3 84.3 67.4 75.2

Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic ................................................... 59.1 67.6 71.0 74.9 48.0 60.8
Black, non-Hispanic .................................................... 75.0 64.9 80.6 67.6 69.4 62.8
Asian, non-Hispanic ................................................... 67.3 66.1 77.8 70.0 58.2 62.3
Hispanic origin ............................................................ 69.5 67.7 85.4 74.8 52.5 61.4

1  Educational attainment data are for persons 25 years and older.

Table 3. Labor force participation rates of the foreign born and native born by selected demographic
characteristics, annual averages, 2000

Total Men Women

Foreign Native Foreign Native Foreign Native
born born born born born born

Characteristic
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25 to 34 years ............................................ 3.9 3.7 3.1 3.5 5.1 3.9
35 to 44 years ............................................ 3.8 2.9 3.2 2.7 4.7 3.1
45 to 54 years ............................................ 3.2 2.4 2.9 2.4 3.5 2.3
55 to 64 years ............................................ 3.9 2.3 3.8 2.3 4.1 2.3
65 years and older ..................................... 4.1 3.0 4.7 3.2 3.1 2.7

Education1

Less than a high school diploma ............... 5.8 6.7 4.6 6.0 7.8 7.8
High school graduates, no college ............ 3.3 3.5 2.9 3.5 3.9 3.5
Some college, no degree .......................... 3.3 2.8 3.0 2.6 3.7 3.0
College graduates ..................................... 2.3 1.6 2.1 1.4 2.6 1.7

Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic .................................. 3.2 3.2 2.9 3.2 3.6 3.2
Black, non-Hispanic ................................... 5.4 7.9 5.5 8.5 5.2 7.4
Asian, non-Hispanic .................................. 3.2 4.7 3.2 4.9 3.2 4.5
Hispanic origin ........................................... 5.1 6.4 4.2 6.0 6.7 6.8

1  Educational attainment data are for persons 25 years and older.

Unemployment rates of the foreign born and native born by selected demographic characteristics,
annual averages, 2000

Characteristic

Foreign Native Foreign Native Foreign Native
born born born born born

Total Men Women
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Table 5. Distribution of the foreign born and the native born by major occupations, annual averages, 2000

[In percent]

Occupation
Foreign
born

Total ...................................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Executive, administrative, and managerial ............ 9.9 15.3 9.8 15.8 10.0 14.8
Professional specialty ............................................. 13.5 15.9 12.9 13.6 14.5 18.5
Technicians and related support ............................ 2.9 3.3 2.7 3.0 3.2 3.6
Sales occupations .................................................. 9.8 12.4 8.7 11.8 11.3 13.1
Administrative support, including clerical ............... 8.9 14.5 4.6 5.6 15.3 24.5
Service occupations ............................................... 18.9 12.7 13.4 9.5 26.9 16.4

Protective service ................................................ .8 1.9 1.1 2.9 .4 .8
Private household ................................................ 1.8 .4 .1 0 4.4 .8
Service, except private household
and protective .................................................... 16.3 10.4 12.2 6.5 22.2 14.8

Precision production, craft, and repair ................... 12.8 10.8 19.0 18.7 3.6 2.0
Operators, fabricators, and laborers ...................... 18.9 12.8 22.7 18.8 13.5 6.1
Farming, forestry, and fishing ................................. 4.4 2.2 6.3 3.3 1.6 1.1

Foreign
born

Foreign
born

Native
born

Native
born

Native
born

Total Men Women
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Total, 16 years and older ................................. $423 $447 $552 $591 5.7 7.1
Men ............................................................... 443 477 638 676 7.7 6.0
Women ......................................................... 390 407 467 500 4.4 7.1

Age

16 to 24 years .................................................. $295 $314 $332 $369 6.4 11.1
25 to 34 years .................................................. 404 433 525 574 7.2 9.3
35 to 44 years .................................................. 465 499 634 652 7.3 2.8
45 to 54 years .................................................. 505 516 666 690 2.2 3.6
55 to 64 years .................................................. 481 483 607 635 .4 4.6
65 years and older ........................................... 400 381 427 457 ñ4.8 7.0

Education2

Less than a high school diploma ..................... $314 $322 $376 $389 2.5 3.5
High school graduates, no college .................. 410 420 497 514 2.4 3.4
Some college, no degree ................................ 510 524 574 604 2.7 5.2
College graduates ........................................... 789 852 841 902 8.0 7.3

Race/ethnicity3

White, non-Hispanic ........................................ $653 $670 $632 $662 2.6 4.7
Black, non-Hispanic ......................................... 442 481 453 496 8.8 9.5
Asian, non-Hispanic ........................................ 564 641 665 704 13.7 5.9
Hispanic origin ................................................. 347 367 484 513 5.8 6.0

1  Consumer Price Index research series using current methods (CPI-U-RS) was used to convert 1996 current dollars to 2000 constant dollars.
2  Educational attainment data are for persons 25 years and older.
3  Race/ethnicity data are for 25 years and older.

Table 6. Median usual weekly earnings of  foreign born and native born full-time wage and salary workers,
by selected demographic characteristics, annual averages, 1996–2000

Median weekly earnings in constant dollars1

Foreign born Native bornCharacteristic

Foreign born Native born1996 2000 20001996

Percent change, 1996–2000
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Total, 16 years and older ............................. 6,733 3,272 49
Men ........................................................... 3,062 1,925 63
Women ..................................................... 3,671 1,348 37

Age

16 to 24 years .............................................. 1,461 426 29
25 to 34 years .............................................. ñ2,166 632 ñ
35 to 44 years .............................................. 1,242 1,018 82
45 to 54 years .............................................. 4,047 823 20
55 to 64 years .............................................. 1,820 278 15
65 years and older ....................................... 329 68 21

Education1

Less than a high school diploma ................. ñ393 654 ñ
High school graduates, no college .............. (2) 733  ñ
Some college, no degree ............................ 629 210 33
College graduates ....................................... 3,883 1,073 28

Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic .................................... 1,940 542 28
Black, non-Hispanic ..................................... 1,290 366 28
Asian, non-Hispanic .................................... 819 683 83
Hispanic ....................................................... 2,566 1,661 65

1 Educational attainment data are for persons 25 years and older.
2  Missing values.

NOTE:  Dash indicates negative value.

Table 7.

[Numbers in thousands]

Change in
foreign born
as percent
of total

Age and sex
Foreign born
labor force
change

Total
labor force
change

Foreign born as percent of labor force change by selected demographic
characteristics, annual averages, 1996–2000
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Table 8. Percent distribution of employed foreign born and native born
by occupation, annual averages, 1996–2000

Total ..................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Executive, administrative,
and managerial .................................... 10.6 9.9 14.4 15.3

Professional specialty ............................ 12.7 13.5 14.4 15.9
Technicians and related support ........... 2.6 2.9 3.2 3.3
Sales occupations ................................. 9.7 9.8 12.4 12.4
Administrative support,
including clerical ................................... 9.8 8.9 15.0 14.5

Service occupations .............................. 19.5 18.9 12.9 12.7
Protective service ............................... .8 .8 1.8 1.9
Private household ............................... 1.9 1.8 .5 .4
Service, except private
household and protective .................. 16.8 16.3 10.5 10.4

Precision production, craft,
and repair ............................................. 11.5 12.8 10.6 10.8

Operators, fabricators,
and laborers ......................................... 19.0 18.9 13.8 12.8

Farming, forestry, and fishing ................ 4.7 4.4 2.6 2.2

Occupation

Foreign born Native born

1996 2000 1996 2000
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Table 9. Foreign born as a percent of employment change by occupation,
and sex, annual averages, 1996–2000

Change in
foreign born
as percent
of change
in total

Foreign
born

Total

Occupation

[Numbers in thousands]

Employment change

Total ...................................................................... 8,390 3,531 42.1
Executive, administrative, and managerial ....... 2,014 251 12.5
Professional specialty ....................................... 2,351 589 25.1
Technicians and related support ....................... 460 146 31.7
Sales occupations ............................................. 923 350 37.9
Administrative support, including clerical .......... 355 203 57.2
Service occupations .......................................... 1,091 592 54.3
Protective service ............................................ 213 29 13.6
Private household ............................................ ñ16 60 ñ
Service, except private household
and protective ................................................. 894 503 56.3

Precision production, craft, and repair .............. 1,267 618 48.8
Operators, fabricators, and laborers ................. 105 664 632.4
Farming, forestry, and fishing ............................ ñ178 117 ñ

Men ....................................................................... 4,032 2,079 51.6
Executive, administrative, and managerial ....... 822 118 14.4
Professional specialty ....................................... 959 328 34.2
Technicians and related support ....................... 254 90 35.4
Sales occupations ............................................. 454 175 38.5
Administrative support, including clerical .......... 88 65 73.9
Service occupations .......................................... 281 142 50.5
Protective service ............................................ 135 23 17.0
Private household ............................................ ñ4 1 ñ
Service, except private household
and protective ................................................. 149 118 79.2

Precision production, craft, and repair .............. 1,142 565 49.5
Operators, fabricators, and laborers ................. 227 502 221.1
Farming, forestry, and fishing ............................ ñ196 95 ñ

Women .................................................................. 4,361 1,452 33.3
Executive, administrative, and managerial ....... 1191 133 11.2
Professional specialty ....................................... 1,392 261 18.8
Technicians and related support ....................... 206 56 27.2
Sales occupations ............................................. 471 175 37.2
Administrative support, including clerical .......... 267 138 51.7
Service occupations .......................................... 812 450 55.4
Protective service ............................................ 78 6 7.7
Private household ............................................ ñ12 58 ñ
Service, except private household
and protective ................................................. 746 385 51.6

Precision production, craft, and repair .............. 126 54 42.9
Operators, fabricators, and laborers ................. ñ122 163 ñ
Farming, forestry, and fishing ............................ 18 22 122.2

NOTE:  Dash indicates negative value.
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