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Conclusion

While both sides of the debate have persuasive support, I find the evidence presented
in Sharry’s paper, lllegal Immigrants Are Not An Economic Burden, the most compelling.
Because illegal aliens are highly protective of their personal information in an effort to
steer clear of the federal government, it is difficult to obtain accurate data on them. As a
result, much of the evidence that does exist with respect to illegal immigrants is derived
through the use of different methods, thus creating an inconsistent pool of data. What I
liked about Sharry’s paper was the fact that he mentioned the misconceptions that are
often associated with illegal aliens. The empirical support for this argument comes from
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, a reliable government source whose
evidence does not require “tweaking”.

The passing of the Student Adjustment Act will give undocumented aliens, many of
whom were brought into this country by their parents and thus became “illegal aliens”
through no fault of their own, equal opportunity to higher education. It makes sense for
the United States to harness an untapped source of labor that is already familiar with the
U.S. education system. However, like Romero, I too believe that in order for the SAA to
be successful, education must be considered a formal form of employment. Without this
formal recognition, illegal aliens with college degrees will continue to take on menial
jobs due to employers’ fear of getting sanctioned for knowingly hiring an illegal alien. If

education is formally recognized as work (based on the theory that one serves as a
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valuable economic contributor to American society), illegal aliens will have their status
legalized and they will be able to compete for jobs for which they have been trained.

As of this date, Texas and California have passed the SAA legislation instituting
in-state tuition for undocumented students (Szelenyi). While this offers hope for the
future passage of SAA in other states, it should also be noted that there are definitely
hurdles to be faced along the way. For example, after September 11, 2001, CUNY
abandoned a 12-year policy of treating unlawful immigrants as resident for tuition
purposes and reverted to charging out-of-state tuition to these students. It was only in
June of 2002, that new legislation was passed by the New York State Assembly allowing
some illegal immigrants to pay in-state tuition at both CUNY and SUNY (Szelenyi).
Also, the passing of the Student Adjustment Act has just been denied in the state of
Virginia (Kilgore). It will be some time before the Student Adjustment Act is passed as a
federal law. In the meantime, we should try to learn more about the economic and social
implications of this legislation. With the SAA currently being tried out in California and
Texas, studies that try to measure how much better off (if at all) an illegal alien is with a
college degree should be conducted. As for the issue of illegal immigration at large, we
should continue our efforts to control the numbers through traditional forms of regulation,

such as at airports and at borders. We should not punish those have made their lives here.
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