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Immigration Monthly
I once had a friend who told me that she
just cringed every time a professional
woman on campus said or did something
stupid. I remember trying to assure her that
most men didn't feel that way, but I know
better now what she meant. Recently, an
undocumented Mexican in Houston was
accused of killing a police officer after
being apprehended for a traffic stop. When
I saw the guy on television and heard he
was not only undocumented but a once-
deported felon, I just cringed, knowing the
immigrant-bashing that was sure to come.
And I am not identifying with the guy - I
am Mexican American, but my people
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have been in the United States since 1695,
before there was a United States. (My
grandfather, born in territorial New
Mexico in the 1890's, used to say that the
border crossed our family, not the other
way around.) Sure enough, the Houston
Police Department amended its policy to
ratchet up its immigrant enforcement and
apprehension. I surely do not want this guy
back in the country, but how will HPD
enforce a policy that essentially singles out
detainees who look Mexican, and how will
immigrant communities respond to police
initiatives and law enforcement when they
become aware that HPD is taking on
immigration duties?  
 
 
All this came to mind as I saw President
Bush signing the “Secure Fence Act of
2006.” The bill, passed by the U.S. Senate
on September 29, 2006, authorizes the
construction of 700 miles of new border
fencing along the U.S.-Mexico border. His
acquiescing to this bit of political theater
makes him just another victim of 9/11,
when his then-scheduled bilateral talks
with Mexican President Vincente Fox were
made impossible. It surely is a sign of his
political isolation. But about this fence, I
reserve the only proper response: laughing
out loud at its absurdity. At election time
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The  
PERM 

Workshop 
 

New York City: December 1st, 
2006 8:30am-5pm 

 
Speakers: Joel Stewart, Laura N. Jasinsky, 
Lawrence H. Rudnick,Careen B. Shannon, 

Nathan Waxman & others 
 
Registration & Breakfast 8:30am-9:00am  
Session 1: 9:00am-10:30am 
Mechanics of PERM, Preparation of PERM, Prevailing 
wage 
Session 2: 10:45pm-12:15pm 
The Recruitment Process & Strategy, Regular 
Recruitment, Review of Resumes, Contacting and 
Interviewing US Workers, Recruitment Reports & 
Categorizing Reasons for Rejection, Preparing the 
Record File and Supporting Documents.  
Lunch Program & Presentation 12:15pm-1:45pm 
Session 3: 1:45pm-3:15pm 
Restrictive Requirements, Defining Normal 
Requirements, Audit Proofing, Electronic Filing  
Session 4: 3:30pm-5pm 
Audits, Motions for Reconsideration, Appeals to 
BALCA, & Federal Court Litigation 
 
THE PERM BOOK, and the June 2006 and September 
2006 editions of PQ: The PERM Quarterly.are included 
as the materials. (The materials alone are a $600 value!)  
 
For more info, including detailed outline, location, and 
speaker bios, testimonials, and to register visit: 
http://www.ilw.com/workshops/december2006perm.shtm  
 
Order online at www.ilw.com/workshops
Order by mail: send the order form with payment to 
ILW.COM P.O. Box 1830, New York, NY 10156 
Order by Fax: 212-545-0869 
Order by Phone: 212-545-0818 
Questions? write to webmaster@ilw.com. 
 

these days, the most dangerous place to be
is between a candidate and the border, all
of them on the side of increased border
security in the name of reducing terrorism.
Other than the American jihadist, is there
anyone who is not for reducing terrorism?
Can any serious person believe that
fencing ourselves in will work to keep the
bad guys out? My colleague at the
University of Houston, sociologist Nestor
Rodriguez, has demonstrated in his careful
scholarship over the last decade that all
that enhanced security and border-crossing
militarization has achieved has been to
drive the border-crossers further into the
desert, where more of them die. 
 
 
I had hoped that the President’s time in
Texas and experience with Mexicans
would lead to more meaningful and
comprehensive immigration reform, not
just the jingoistic resort to this bandaid.
When permanent residents have more than
a decade-long wait to reunite with their
families, as Mexicans, Filipinos, and others
do (due to the per-country limitations and
the backlogs), and when federal laws have
squeezed out virtually all the ways that
Mexicans can legally come to the US, it is
little wonder that so many enter without
inspection. Reinstating the hated bracero
“guest-worker” program will hardly
scratch the surface, and such initiatives
could only work if they were coupled
fairly with more nuanced naturalization
and legalization efforts.  
 
 
Into this gap, local and state efforts have
been enacted to do the federal
government’s job. In Redondo Beach, CA,
Farmingdale, NY, Hazelton, PA, Valley
Park, MO, Norcross, GA and elsewhere

http://www.ilw.com/workshops/december2006perm.shtm
http://www.ilw.com/workshops


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Family-
based 
Immigration
Nuts & Bolts 
Editor: Charles Wheeler, 
of the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network, 
Inc. (CLINIC) 
 
 

Child 
Status 
Protection 
Act 
A Practitioner's Guide 
by Charles Wheeler, of 
the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network, 
Inc. (CLINIC) 
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this failure of federal resolve and
singlemindedness about punishing
immigrants is playing out, exacting a
political tax upon all those who look
different from the local population. The
first person arrested in Georgia when a
township enacted a comprehensive
immigration ban in 1999 was Spanish
language Christian minister Carlos
Guevara, who was prosecuted under the
English-only provisions for posting signs
for church services in the language of his
congregation. Even though this ordinance
was struck down, as was the 1996 assault
upon immigrants in California, in the guise
of Proposition 187, these efforts have
increased like mushrooms after a soaking
rainfall.  
 
 
National Conference of State Legislatures
data show that over 500 immigration-
related bills were introduced in state
legislatures in the first half of 2006 alone,
and that 79 had been enacted, in 33 states.
This hydraulic reaction of local townships
and states undertaking the dirty work while
the national government fulminates is now
beginning to get politicians and
policymakers to question the federal
preemption powers, including the
exclusive role for Congress. And some of
these are just demonstrably shortsighted.
As one example, by denying the
undocumented any means of securing
drivers licenses, we have created an entire
population of unlicensed and uninsured
drivers, who cannot purchase insurance in
any circumstances. We are all made less-
secure by resorting to the easy solutions,
which have such clearly counterproductive
results. While earlier cases have struck
down state foreign policies and petty
nuisance regulations, do we really want

http://www.ilw.com/books
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500 immigration regulators, all of them
outracing each other to the bottom? 
 
 
And restrictionist groups and Fox Channel-
racebaiting seem to have won the
rhetorical battle, if not the high ground.
Who would have thought that the
outrageous term “anchor-baby” would
have entered the lexicon, as if these citizen
children born in the United States
somehow can convey immigration benefits
to their mothers, when laws preclude any
such derivative immigration status until the
petitioner is 21 years of age? How clever
of these children to have arranged to have
been born here! I have waged an
unsuccessful battle with the New York
Times to purge their pages of the offensive
term “illegal alien,” which many other
print and film media employ because it is
in the Times style manual. Even moderates
and progressive legislators have
succumbed to the siren song, as Barack
Obama and others voted for this chimerical
lure of fencing off our borders. If the
movie The Graduate were being re-made
today, the word would not be “plastics.” In
this setting, it would be “Halliburton.” 
 
 
As with any other such complex issue, a
one-sided, enforcement-only measure
cannot work, and these policymakers and
elected officials know better. Shame on
them. 
 
Note: This article originally appeared in
JURIST on October 26, 2006.  
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THE PERM BOOK, Editor: Joel Stewart 
Contains Over Nine Hundred Pages Of Information: 
• A section-by-section interpretation of the PERM 

rule by Joel Stewart and his commentary on the 
rule 

• A box-by-box discussion of Form 9089 by Joel 
Stewart, including a handy checklist for filing a 
PERM case 

• Articles by many noted practitioners on specific 
  
 
About The Author 
 
Michael A. Olivas is William B. Bates
Distinguished Chair in Law at the
University of Houston Law Center. 
topics arising from the PERM rule  
• Essential reference materials: 14 documents  
• Additional CD-ROM reference materials: Over 100 

megabytes, over 1,400 files  
 
Includes one free issue of PQ: The PERM Quarterly. 
 
PQ:The PERM Quarterly is a quarterly 
periodical designed to help practitioners stay on the top 
of the latest in PERM.  Each printed issue will feature 
the latest developments in PERM with analysis from 
leading practitioners. To stay on the top of the latest in 
PERM throughout the year, subscribe to PQ: The 
PERM Quarterly. 

 
Relief From Removal: A Practitioner's Guide, 
Editor: Jill Sheldon, Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network (CLINIC), is a practical guide to all aspects of 
relief from removal cases. This manual provides a 
detailed description of the law, as well as strategies for 
defending clients in removal proceedings. Chapters 
cover an overview of removal proceedings, asylum, 
cancellation of removal, adjustment of status, 
NACARA, withholding of removal, and relief under the 
Convention Against Torture. More information about 
this book will be provided on this page in due course. 
 
Immigration Consequences Of Criminal 
Convictions, Editor: Jill Sheldon, Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network (CLINIC) is a practical guide to 
the immigration consequences of criminal convictions. 
It provides detailed information to assist legal advocates 
in analyzing the potential immigration consequences of 
criminal conduct. The manual covers the basic 
framework for evaluating the impact of crimes, and 
discusses in detail crime-based inadmissibility and 
deportability grounds, establishing good moral 
character, detention and removal issues, post conviction 
relief, and judicial review. More information about this 
book will be provided on this page in due course. 
 
The Nurse Immigration Book, Editor: William 
A. Stock Details to be announced. 
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Classifieds 
 

Back Office Services 
We offer a wide range of back-office & clerical support services to immigration attorneys in NIV and IVs, 
including managing checklists, form completion, drafting cover/employer letters, consular processing 
assistance, follow-up/correspondence with clients and other related services. Our services cover document 
generation, data entry, accounts, scheduling/calendaring, clerical & archival. Adnet Services, Inc. 
http://www.adnetservices-nyc.com. Headquartered in New York City, Adnet Services provides the highest 
quality services to law firms enabling them to cost effectively and securely outsource law firm back office 
processes, and focus on increasing earning, growth and servicing their clients. We work as your partner 
offering tailored services that accelerate product delivery. With state-of-the-art communication facilities and 
infrastructure, our offsite center functions as a virtual extension of your office providing 24 x 7 support and 
significant cost savings. Convenient billing options are available. For more info. Contact Johaina Mumtaz at 
johaina.mumtaz@adnetservices-nyc.com or call 212 406-3503 ext 224. 
 

PERM Services 
Adnet Advertising Agency Inc. has provided labor certification advertising services to immigration attorneys 
since 1992. Adnet helps attorneys find appropriate places to run labor cert ads, places the ads, obtains the 
tearsheets, and offers a variety of billing options. Attorneys can manage the entire ad process through Adnet's 
secure web-based Ad-managment system. Most of Adnet's services are free since we receive a commission 
from the newspapers and journals where the ad is placed. Adnet services large international law firms as well 
as solo practice attorneys. Call us at 212-587-3164, visit www.adnet-nyc.com, or email us at 
information@adnet-nyc.com. Contact us today to find out why we are the ad agency of choice for immigration 
attorneys since 1992.  

 
To place an ad here, email: editor@ilw.com. 
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Order Form 
 
Item (please circle items)        Price 
 
PERM Workshop, Early Bird Special, New York City, Dec 1st, 2006   $999 
 
THE PERM BOOK - Editor: Joel Stewart      $499 
 
PQ: The PERM Quarterly: one year subscription (4 issues)    $199 
 
Child Status Protection Act by Charles Wheeler     $199 
 
Family-based Immigration: A Practitioner's Guide - Editor: Charles Wheeler  $199 
 
Relief From Removal: A Practitioner's Guide – Editor: Jill Sheldon   $199 
 
Immigration Consequences Of Criminal Convictions – Editor: Jill Sheldon  $199 
 
The Nurse Immigration Book - Editors: Dan Berger, Joseph Curran &William A. Stock $499 
 
Immigration Practice 2006-2007 Edition      $225 
by Robert C. Divine and R. Blake Chisam 
 
The Whole Act 2005-2006 Edition by P.J. Patel     $199 
 
20/22/28 CFR Plus 2005-2006 Edition by P.J. Patel     $99 
 
8CFR Plus 2005-2006 Edition by P.J. Patel      $99 
 
Patel’s Citations 2005-2006 Edition by P.J. Patel     $199 
 
Patel’s Immigration Law Library 2005-2006 Edition by P.J. Patel   $499 
(Includes 20/22/28 CFR Plus, 8 CFR Plus, The Whole Act & Patel’s Citations) 
 
        Order Total ____ 
 
Please check one: 
[ ] Check enclosed (Payable to ILW.COM) 
[ ] Credit Card (American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover) 
Name on the card: __________________ 
Card No. ________________________ 
Exp. Date ___________ (MM/YY) 
Billing Address  _________________________________________ 
  _________________________________________ 
  _________________________________________ 
Card Holder’s Signature_______________________ 
Phone  ____________________ 
E-mail address _____________________ 
Provide shipping address if different than above  _________________________________________ 
      _________________________________________ 
      _________________________________________ 
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