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intended for those who have an interest in legal developments from around the world.
Globalization is a fact with far-reaching implications including an increasing number of
international transactions. The Immigration and Nationality law section has been
excerpted for this Feature Article.
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Immigration and Nationality

AUSTRALIA - New Citizenship Act

On April 4, 2007, Australia introduced a new citizenship act, the Australian Citizenship
Act 2007 (the 2007 Act), replacing the Citizenship Act 1948 (Cth) (the 1948 Act). It is likely
that the new legislation will become effective on July 1, 2007. The 2007 Act restructures the
1948 Act and introduces new provisions, including:

e An increase in the residence requirement from two years to four immediately prior to
making an application for Australian citizenship;

« Removal of age and time limitations for registration of citizenship by descent;

o Ability to register as Australian citizens children adopted overseas by Australian citizens
in accordance with the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption;

o Permissibility of resumption of Australian citizenship by former Australian citizens who
ceased to be citizens in order to acquire or retain another citizenship or to avoid
significant hardship or disadvantage;

« Revocation of Australian citizenship by conferral if a person commits a serious crime and
is sentenced to 12 months or more of imprisonment at any time prior to becoming an
Australian citizen, or if the approval to become an Australian citizen was gained as a
result of third-party fraud,;

« Prohibition of the approval of a citizenship application during any period in which the
applicant has been released on bail by a court, is considered a security risk by the
Australian Security Intelligence Organization, or in which his or her identity cannot be
verified; and

« Legislative provisions on the collection and use of personal identifiers (such as DNA or
iris scans).

(AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP ACT 2007 (CTH), ComLaw Web site.)
(Lisa White)

ISRAEL - Suspension of Reunification of Relatives from “Hostile” Areas and Countries

On March 21, 2007, the Knesset (Israel’s Parliament) extended the application of a
temporary provision in the Citizenship and Entry into Israel (Temporary Provision) 5763-2003.
The temporary provision was first enacted on May 12, 2002, because of increased involvement
of Palestinians possessing Israeli identification certificates in violent confrontations with Israelis.
Such IDs were obtained through the reunification of families’ process. The new provision not
only extends to July 31, 2008, the period in which permanent residence or citizenship will not be
granted, but also expands the scope of persons to which it applies to include, in addition to
residents of the West Bank and Gaza, residents or citizens of “hostile countries,” specified as
Iran, Lebanon, Syria, and Irag. (The Nationality and Entry into Israel (Temporary Provision),
(Amendment No. 2) 5767-2007, the Knesset Web site.)

(Ruth Levush)
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NETHERLANDS - Domestic Agreement on Handling Immigration Cases

The Netherlands State Secretary of Justice, Nebahat Albayrak, and the Association of
Netherlands Municipalities (VNG) have reached agreement on the settlement of immigration
cases under the old Dutch Aliens Act (1994) and implementation of the new Act (2000). The
agreement stipulates how the settlement of old cases will be carried out and how persons in the
target group will integrate into Dutch society, the division of roles between the Immigration and
Naturalisation Service (IND) and mayors, and the funding and implementaton of the
arrangement.

The IND assesses whether a residence permit can be issued, based on contra-indications.
It will automatically do so for foreign nationals whom it can directly locate in a state reception
facility or who are part of an admission procedure. The mayor will report to the IND those
foreign nationals who cannot be located immediately but who are known to the municipality,
whereupon the IND will make a decision on granting a permit on the basis of any contra-
indications. This is only permissible for asylum applications submitted before April 1, 2001, and
where foreign nationals can prove they resided in the Netherlands for the whole of 2006. The
VNG will be consulted on ways to improve the admissions procedure as well as on
supplementary measures aimed at making the return-migration policy more effective.

The VNG is to submit the agreement to the municipalities for their opinions and indicate
not later than May 25, on the basis of the feedback it receives, whether it accepts the agreement.
(Press Release, Netherlands Ministry of Justice, State and VNG Agree on Implementation of Old
& New Aliens Act (Apr. 27, 2007).)

It may also be noted that as of January 1, 2007, a new Integration Act is in force in the
Netherlands. It states that persons who come to the Netherlands to live must learn the Dutch
language and also know how Dutch society functions. Those who must integrate are called
“integration subjects” and must pass an exam. The Integration Act is distinct from the
Integration Abroad Act, which came into force on March 15, 2006. (“Integration” tab, VROM
[Netherlands Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment] International Web
site.)

(Wendy Zeldin)

Tracking Legal Developments From /\\
Around the World <!



http://english.justitie.nl/currenttopics/pressreleases/archives2007/state-and-vng-agree-on-implementation-of-old--new-aliens-act.aspx
http://english.justitie.nl/currenttopics/pressreleases/archives2007/state-and-vng-agree-on-implementation-of-old--new-aliens-act.aspx
http://www2.vrom.nl/pagina.html?id=10696

	GLM Cover Page
	Greetings from the Law Librarian
	Table of Contents
	Abortion
	PORTUGAL – Abortion Legalized

	Arms Limitation
	MEXICO/UNITED STATES – Fight Against Nuclear Smuggling

	Banking
	AUSTRIA – Automated Teller Machines

	Capital Punishment
	UNITED STATES – Death Penalty Sentence Upheld

	Child Pornography
	BRAZIL – Acquisition of Child Pornography via Internet to Be Criminalized

	Communications and Electronic Information
	CHINA – New Controls on Blogs and Webcasts Being Considered
	FRANCE – Digital Television Framework
	LITHUANIA – Bloggers Are Not Journalists
	NEW ZEALAND – Anti-Spam Laws Introduced
	RUSSIAN FEDERATION – Censorship of Blogging
	UKRAINE – Restriction on Telephone Advertisements

	Constitutional Law
	NEPAL – Second Amendment to Interim Constitution
	UNITED STATES – Supreme Court Rules Police May End Dangerous Car Chase By Causing Wreck

	Courts
	CHINA – Court Fees Lowered
	EGYPT – Judges’ Opposition to Establishing a Military Cassation Court
	INDIA – Police Chief and Administration Held Guilty of Contempt
	NICARAGUA – New Code of Military Criminal Procedure
	PAKISTAN – President’s Authority to Suspend Chief Justice Questioned

	Criminal Law
	BRAZIL – Proposed Harsher Punishments for Money Laundering Crimes
	BRAZIL – Punishment for Hideous Crimes
	CANADA – Government Proposes to Reverse Onus in Bail Hearings for Firearms Offenses
	FRANCE – Prevention of Delinquency Law
	GERMANY – Stalking
	KOREA, SOUTH – Electronic Tagging of Sex Offenders
	UNITED KINGDOM – New Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 Enters into Force

	Domestic Violence
	SWITZERLAND – Stalking and Domestic Violence
	TAIWAN – Domestic Violence Law Amended

	Education
	ISRAEL – Supreme Academy for the Arab Language

	Elections and Politics
	NIGERIA – Media Closed Before Election
	SRI LANKA – Bill to Reform Elections
	ZIMBABWE – Regulations on Registering NGOs

	Employment
	INDIA – Supreme Court Denies Kin’s Entitlement to Deceased Government Employee’s Job
	KOREA, SOUTH – Age Discrimination to Be Banned
	NEW ZEALAND – Extra Vacation Time

	Energy
	PAPUA NEW GUINEA – Proposed Act Commercializes Public Petroleum Assets

	Environment
	HONG KONG – Clean Air a Human Right
	UNITED STATES – Supreme Court Rules EPA Must Address Global Warming

	Family
	TAIWAN – Artificial Insemination

	Freedom of the Press
	COOK ISLANDS – PM Supports Media Control Law
	GAMBIA – U.S.-Based Journalist Charged with Sedition
	MEXICO – Law to Protect Journalists
	TONGA – Journalist Arrested on Charges of Sedition

	Government Ethics
	TAIWAN – Major Revision of Law on Reporting of Assets

	Government Organization
	BANGLADESH - High Court Ruling on Bangladesh Government’s Treatment of Former Prime Minister
	MEXICO – Government Reform Law Promulgated
	PAKISTAN - Chief Justice Suspended by President Musharraf

	Health
	GERMANY – Health Care Reform
	ISRAEL – Compensation for Polio Victims
	THAILAND – Parliament Accepts Alcohol Control Bill

	Human Rights
	INDIA - Supreme Court Stays Attachment Order Against Controversial Artist
	NEPAL – Anti-Human-Trafficking Bill

	Immigration and Nationality
	AUSTRALIA – New Citizenship Act
	ISRAEL – Suspension of Reunification of Relatives from “Hostile” Areas and Countries
	NETHERLANDS – Domestic Agreement on Handling Immigration Cases

	Intellectual Property
	CHINA – IPR Judicial Interpretation
	SINGAPORE – Ratification of Treaty on Law of Trademarks
	TAIWAN – Intellectual Property Laws Promulgated
	UNITED STATES – Supreme Court Clarifies Patent Law on “Obvious” Inventions

	International Relations
	THE PHILIPPINES/EUROPEAN UNION – Pressure to Ratify Implementation of International Criminal Court

	Justice
	LEBANON – Judicial Source Defends Arrest of Four Generals

	Maritime Law
	JAPAN – Maritime Law

	Pensions and Retirement
	KYRGYZSTAN – Early Retirement for Everyone

	Religion
	ENGLAND AND WALES – Charities Commission to Play Greater Role in Preventing Muslim Extremism

	Right of Privacy
	CZECH REPUBLIC – Medical Records Open to Patients

	Taxation
	MOLDOVA – Tax Amnesty
	THAILAND – Former PM’s Wife Charged with Tax Evasion

	Terrorism
	ENGLAND AND WALES – Judge Quashes Control Order in High-Profile Terror Case
	KENYA – British Journalist Released by Anti-Terror Police
	OSCE – Counter-Terrorism Workshop
	YEMEN – Trial of Man Accused of Firing at American Embassy

	Trade and Commerce
	CAFTA – Costa Rica to Hold Referendum on FTA with the United States
	IRAQ – Threat to Sue Belarus

	Women
	CAMBODIA – Former Police Chief Jailed for Unauthorized Detention of Woman
	ERITREA – Proclamation Against Female Circumcision
	UGANDA – Unequal Provisions Declared Unconstitutional

	Index



