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Visa Issuances: Policy, Issues, and Legislation

Summary

Since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, considerable concern has been
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* For a broader discussion, see CRS Report RS20916, Immigration and Naturalization
Fundamentals, by Ruth Ellen Wasem.

® For background and analysis of visa issuance policy and activities, see CRS Report
RL 31512, Visa Issuances: Policy, Issues, and Legislation, by Ruth Ellen Wasem.

¢ For background and further discussion of humanitarian cases, see CRS Report RL31269,
Refugee Admi ssionsand Resettlement Policy, by AndorraBruno; and CRS Report RS20844,
Temporary Protected Status: Current Immigration Policy and I ssues, by Ruth Ellen Wasem
and Karma Ester.
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822 CFR 842.62.
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1322 CFR §41.102.

1 U.S. Department of State, Myths and Facts about U.S. Immigration Standards for Saudi
Arabian Immigrants
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16 For additional analysis, see CRS Report RL31381, Temporary Admissions.

7112 TIpY 2002, nonimmigrants account for 47% of all nonimmigrants
admitted to mmigrants admitted for business or pleasure
(i.e.,onB-visas). Department 2002

,Oct. 2003. Availableat [http://www.uscis.gov/graphics/
shared/aboutus/statistics/index.htm].
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% Senate Subcommittee on International Operations and Terrorism, The Post 9/11 Visa
Reforms.

2 Although consular decisions are not appealable or reviewable, some aliens are able to
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“0 Under current law, consular decisions are not appealable, and critics of transferring the
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8 Jacobs, testimony on Visa Issuance, | nformation Sharing and Enforcement.
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8 Johnson, testimony on Impact of the Visa Process on Foreign Travel.

9 Dan Haar, “Feeling Pinch of VisaRules; Firms Say Delays Costing Millions,” Hartford
Courant, Sept. 30, 2003.
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